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Executive Committee 
Minutes 

May 15, 2024 
 

The Executive Committee met Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at the Bluegrass Area Development District.  Chair Judge 
David West called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. The following members were present: 

Anderson County  Bourbon County  Boyle County 
  Judge Mike Williams  Judge Trille Bottom 

Clark County  Estill County  Fayette County 
Mayor JoEllen Reed  Judge Donnie Watson   

Franklin County  Garrard County  Harrison County 
Judge Michael Mueller  Judge Chris Elleman  Mayor James Smith 

Jessamine County  Lincoln County  Madison County 
Judge David West  Judge Woods Adams  Mayor Bruce Fraley 

Mercer County  Nicholas County  Powell County 
Mike Sanford  Judge Steve Hamilton  James Caudill 

Scott County  Woodford County   
Jared Hollon     

 
Others present were: 

Staff   Guests 
Michael Buschmann  Karyn Leverenz Jon Wood - Walther Gay & Mack PLC 
Casey Cash  Staci May  
David Duttlinger  Shane New  
Greyson Evans  Kelly Rode  
Logan Hart  Mary Schmidt  
    

 
A quorum was declared present. 
 
Chair Judge David West called on Kelly Rode to lead the group in a team building discussion. 
 
Minutes 
Secretary Judge Trille Bottom directed the Board to pages 1-4 of the packet for the April 24, 2024 Executive 
Committee Meeting Minutes.  Judge Bottom asked for approval of the minutes. A motion was made by Judge 
Mike Williams and seconded by Mayor James Smith to approve the April 24, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting 
Minutes.   The motion carried. 
 
 
 
Financial Report 
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Michael Buschmann, Chief Financial Officer presented the April 2024 Financial Report.    Michael Buschmann 
indicated that as of today, the books for April 2024 have not yet been closed.  Typically, this committee meets on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month.  Given that this meeting is on the third Wednesday, we have not gotten all 
information back needed to close the books and generate financial statements.  He does not anticipate there 
being anything unusual for the month of April. 
 
Michael Buschmann indicated that he had spoken with Treasurer Judge Steve Hamilton prior to the meeting 
regarding the monthly checklist.  This checklist has been used to temporarily remedy a finding in the FY2022 
Audit.  The finding indicated there should be qualified individual reviewing work within the accounting 
department, because at the time of the audit, there was not a qualified individual in the department.  The 
temporary recommendation was to have the Treasurer review a monthly checklist of journal entries.  Since this 
time, the accounting department now has qualified staff in-house to review work and the checklist is no longer 
needed. 
 
Report on Investments 
The beginning balance on the investment account was $814,443.32.  Interest totaled $2,173.07.  The investment 
balance at the end of March 2024 was $824,088.29.  Mayor JoEllen Reed made a motion to approve the April 
2024 Report on Investments.  The motion was seconded by Judge Trille Bottom.  The motion carried. 
 
Review of Credit Card Statements 
Judge David West indicated that the April 2024 Credit Card Statements were distributed for review.  He asked the 
group for comments or questions.  There were none. 
 
District Staff Report 
David Duttlinger indicated that his report can be found on page 5 of the packet.  David has been involved several 
projects for the month of May, including: Mercer County EMS services, Winchester financial trends, Clark County 
Sanitation District, and the Bluegrass Economic Development Advisory Committee.  He was also able to 
accompany Taylor Cobb on Participant Directed Services home visits. 
 

ADF Fund Application 
David Duttlinger indicated that we have received an ADF application from Boyle County/Perryville in order to 
rehabilitate a historic property.  The application requests $2,800 in ADF Funds.  The remaining match of 
$2,481 will be paid by local funds.  Judge Chris Elleman made a motion to approve the application.  The 
motion was seconded by Judge Woods Adams.  The motion carried. 

 
 

Department Head Updates 
Aging Department Report 
Mary Schmidt gave the Aging Department update.  You can find the report on page 7 of the packet.  She 
reminded the group that May is Older American’s Month.  The department has been active in many 
community involvement activities this month, including: Embracing the Next Best Years of Your Life, 
World Elder Abuse Awareness, Bluegrass Mental Health and Aging Coalition, Lextran Bus Travel 
Training, and the Family Caregiver Workshop, among others.  She also indicated that there are two new 
staff members: Gwen Foley, PDS Service Advisor and Marquetta Brown, ADRC Specialist. 
 
Community Planning Department Report 
Shane New presented the Community Planning Department report.  The report can be found on page 7 
of the packet.  He report on planning, programs, and projects that the department has been working 
on.  Planning: We are making progress on several Comprehensive Plans in the region.  Programs: Shane 
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indicated that Karyn Leverenz will be departing the ADD and the KIA program will greatly miss her.  We 
wish her well.  Projects:  The ADD was pleased to be involved in the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Paris Solid Waste Transfer Station.  The even was well attended, included Governor Andy Beshear. 
 
Workforce Department Report 
David Duttlinger presented the Workforce Department update in Tiffanie Reeves absence.  The report 
can be found on page 8 of the packet.    He highlighted success story for April, focused on Business 
Services.  Néstor D. Gómez, Teaching Pastor from the Expungement Clinic, expressed his thanks for our 
assistance.  He highlighted the work of the department as described below: 

888 

 

In Person/Phone Calls 
119 

Referrals 
38 

Business Received Services 
35 

Individuals Gained Employment 

8 
VR Events 

230 
Unique Users 

 
 
Committees & Councils 

Tourism, Historic Preservation, and Recreation Advisory Council 
Logan Hart reported that the council met on April 11, 2024.  The group was hosted in Jessamine County.  
Several speakers from Jessamine County presented including: Kara Hoagland, Ronda May, Judy 
Woodlums, and Charla Reed.    The council will met again on July 11, 2024. 
 
Area Water Management Council (409) 
Karyn Leverenz reported that the council met on April 19, 2024.  Dave Billings, a registered professional 
engineer from the State of Kentucky was the speaker.  Several projects were discussed.  The council will 
meet again on July 19, 2024. 
 

Other Business 
In other business, Judge David West asked for volunteers to form a committee to review the Executive Director’s 
compensation.  Judge Mike Williams and Mayor Bruce Fraley agreed to join Judge West to form the committee.  
Judge Michael Mueller indicated that he could join should there be a need for an alternate. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, the committee asked for a motion to adjourn.  Judge Mike Williams made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by James Caudill.  The motion carried.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 1:04 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

These minutes and attachments having been approved by the Executive Committee of the 
Bluegrass Area Development District on June 26, 2024 are hereby made part of the permanent 
records of the district.   

 

 
________________________________ 

Chair 
Judge David West 
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