Bluegrass Area
Development
District

Bluegrass Economic Development Advisory Committee

Minutes
April 18, 2024, 10:00 AM

The Bluegrass Economic Development Advisory Committee met on April 18 at the Bluegrass ADD. Chair
Reagan Taylor (Madison County Judge-Executive) called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM. The following
members were present:
Voting Members

Anderson County Bourbon County Boyle County Clark County
Gordon Wilson Josh Gooch Brad Sowden
Estill County Fayette County Franklin County Garrard County
Andi Johnson Tammy West Jeff Vanhook
Harrison County Jessamine County Lincoln County Madison County
Garnett Furnish Craig McAnelly Judge Reagan Taylor
Tom Calkins Kerri Lee Hensley
David Stipes
Mercer County Nicholas County Powell County Scott County
John Trisler Jack Conner
Woodford County Multi-Jurisdictional
Lucas Witt

Elected Officials Attending
Judge Mike Williams
Judge Jason Marshall
Mayor James Smith
Judge David West
Judge Donnie Watson
Judge Steve Hamilton
Mayor JoEllen Reed
Mayor Bruce Fraley
Judge David West
Judge Eddie Barnes
Mayor Bob Williams
Judge Sarah Steele

Staff Guests

David Duttlinger Bob Babbage (Speaker)

Karyn Leverenz Rebecca Hartsough (Speaker)
Logan Hart Dale Allen (Powell Deputy Judge)
Casey Cash Christy Wheeler

Greyson Evans Casey Ellis, KCADD




Judge Taylor welcomed the meeting’s honored guests, Bob Babbage and Rebecca Hartsough of
Babbage Cofounder, and welcomed all of the attendees. Due to the number of individuals in
attendance, introductions were foregone.

The minutes from the December 11, 2023 joint meeting with the Bluegrass Regional Planning
Council were approved with a motion by Jack Conner, a second by Judge Donnie Watson, and a
unanimous voice vote from the committee membership.

Judge Taylor then called on Greyson Evans to give a KIRPS Update. KIRPs, the “Kentucky
Intergovernmental Review Process,” area a part of the BEDAC’s (and all other BGADD
Committees’) responsibilities as an advisory committee to BGADD. Evans indicated that the
process for reviewing KIRPS would be changing in the future, and called on Karyn Leverenz to
explain.

(@]

Leverenz informed the committee that KIRP’s will not longer be formal agenda items at
regularly scheduled committee meetings, but rather each voting member of BGADD’s
committees, councils, and boards will be emailed a link to a list of KIRPs currently up for
consideration on a bi-weekly basis. There will be an opportunity to send questions and
comments back to BGADD and to the appropriate oversight agencies. The hope is that
this process for KIRP review will streamline meetings, and will put KIRPs in front of the
appropriate committees faster than waiting for bi-monthly or quarterly meetings would.
More importantly the goal is to solicit more robust comments from committee members
than voting on KIRP approval during meetings.

Judge Taylor then called on Bob Babbage and Rebecca Hartsough of Babbage Cofounder, who
gave an update on the 2024 Kentucky Legislative Session, with a focus on House Bills 1 and 723.

(@]

House Bill 723 has established a $200 million fund known as the “GRANT” program
(Government Resources Accelerating Needed Transformations) that will be administered
by KCED, that is available to all 120 Kentucky Counties. The fund will be for communities
to apply for the non-federal match required to pursue federal grant projects.
Communities, based upon their population, will be required to provide varying, but
minimal, local matching contributions to the effort whenever the federal grant that
HB723 funds are being paired with is approved.

Projects must have a funding source related to the Interagency Working Group (IWG) on
coal. These grants come from the EPA, DOI, USDOT, HUD, and many more. A
clearinghouse of funding opportunities can be found at:
https://energycommunities.gov/

Please stay tuned for announcements and updates related to HB723/GRANT funding.
Applications for the first round of the funding may be due as soon as May 15, 2024.
House Bill 1 made direct emergency allocations of state funds to many transformational
projects across the commonwealth. According to Babbage Cofounder, funds will likely be
delivered shortly after the beginning of FY2025 by way of check or direct deposit, and will
have simple reporting requirements.

Questions came from the group about how to budget moving into FY25 for the receipt of
HB1 and HB723 funds. BGADD Staff will research and disseminate info on the topic as it
becomes available.

After a robust Q&A session, the meeting was adjourned around 11:15AM.

A recording of the meeting’s audio will be emailed with these minutes to committee
members and will be posted on the BGADD Website.

The Next BEDAC Meeting will be on Thursday July 18™ at 10AM. Location TBD.


https://energycommunities.gov/

