Bluegrass Area
Development
District

Bluegrass Economic Development Advisory Committee

Minutes
September 5, 2024, 10:00 AM

The Bluegrass Economic Development Advisory Committee met on April 18 at the Bluegrass ADD. Chair
Reagan Taylor (Madison County Judge-Executive) called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM. The following
members were present:
Voting Members

Anderson County

Estill County

Harrison County

Bourbon County
Gordon Wilson

Fayette County

Jessamine County

Boyle County
Josh Gooch

Clark County

Franklin County Garrard County

Lincoln County Madison County

Judge David West Judge Reagan Taylor

Tom Calkins Kerri Lee Hensley
David Stipes
Rob Minerich
Mercer County Nicholas County Powell County Scott County

Mike Willand Karyn Leverenz

Woodford County Multi-Jurisdictional

Lucas Witt
Elizabeth Carter
Jeff Vanhook
Others Present
Charlie Rowland
Staff Guests
David Duttlinger Bertha Partin, EDA
Logan Hart

Tiffanie Reeves
Greyson Evans

e Judge Taylor welcomed the meeting’s honored guest, Ms. Bertha Partin. Ms. Partin is EDA’s point
of contact for the state of Kentucky. She is a native of Bell County. She has been in her position
for coming up on 6 years, and with the EDA for 14.

e Each attendee made a brief introduction. Members, staff, and guests present are listed above.

e The minutes from the April 18, 2024 meeting were approved with a motion by Tom Calkins and a
second by Jeff Vanhook, and a unanimous voice vote from the committee membership.

e Ms. Partin then gave a presentation on EDA’s programs and funding priorities. A few highlights of her
presentation included:

o Overview of EDA’s investment priorities
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o

Discussion of the Public Works & Economic Adjustment Assistance (PWEAA) program- EDA’s most
used and most robustly-funded program.

Funding for planning activities and local T.A.

Regional Innovation Grants

Distressed community Eligibility Criteria

General discussion on what kinds of “asks” to EDA are competitive

Use of the EDGE portal

Past successful projects in the BGADD

New programs including the Good Jobs Challenge, Recompete, and Build-to-Scale
Disaster Supplemental Funding

Alignment of the CEDS plan

e A copy of Ms. Partin’s Presentation will be included as attachment 1 to the minutes.
e After the presentation, the committee had a short question and answer session with Ms. Partin.
e The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:15 AM.



