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Emergency Preparedness Committee 
Minutes 

February 18, 2026 | 1:30 pm 
699 Perimeter Drive, Lexington, KY 40517 

Attendance 
Anderson County  Bourbon County  Boyle County 

     

Clark County  Estill County  Fayette County 

Doug French  Lucas Barnes   

Franklin County  Garrard County  Harrison County 

Ray Kinney 
Richard Frost 

 Wanda Shelton   

Jessamine County  Lincoln County  Madison County 

Chris Shelley  Ashley Powell  Tim Gray 
Stephanie Nelson 

Mercer County  Nicholas County  Powell County 

Stacy Blacketer  Doug French  Judge Eddie Barnes 
Kevin Babcock 
William Puckett  

Scott County  Woodford County   

Michael Hennigan  Russell Crabtree   

 

Others present were: 

Staff  Guests 
Michael Murphy 
Kelly Rode 
Logan Hart 
Jakob Marsh 
Matthew Grace 

 
 

 

 Major Rick Covington- Clark County FD 
Chief Whiteley- Winchester FD 
Major Matthew Blose- Winchester FD 
Major James Brown- Winchester FD 
Olivia Hurthouse- Winchester FD 
Marti Burton- KYEM 
 

   

 

Judge Barnes opened the meeting at 1:30 pm. 
 

Approval of the November meeting minutes: 
o Motion – Doug French 
o Second – Chris Shelley 
o Vote – Motion Carried 

Approval of the January Special Called meeting minutes: 
o Motion – Doug French 
o Second – Ray Kinney 
o Vote – Motion Carried 
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Appointment of 2026 EPAC Officials: 

 Judge Eddie Barnes was nominated for Chairman by Committee members 

o Motion- Doug French 

o Second- Ray Kinney 

o Vote- Motion Carried 

 Doug French was nominated for Vice-Chairman by Committee members 

o Vote- Motion Carried 

Consideration of Committee Bylaws: 
o The Committee recommended the inclusion of Vice Chairman Language into Bylaws 
o Michael Murphy will make recommended changes to Bylaws and provide changes to committee no 

later than 7 days before EPAC’s May Meeting 
o Committee will hold vote on proposed changes to Bylaws at EPAC’s May Meeting 
 

Guest Presentations: 

Winchester FD 
o Chief Whiteley introduced Winchester FD staff to EPAC  
o Major Blose and Major Brown presented on Winchester FD Assets and Capabilities 

Clark County FD 
o Chief French introduced Clark County FD staff to EPAC 
o Major Covington presented on Clark County FD Assets and Capabilities 

 
EDA Disaster Supplemental Grant Update: 

o Michael Murphy informed the Committee that the FY25 EDA Disaster Supplemental grant was 
submitted on February 17, 2026 
 

Other Adds Work- Michael Murphy 

o Lincoln Trail ADD hosted a KOHS Cyber Workshop  

o Barren River ADD advertised an RFQ for Design of safe rooms/shelters 

Community Updates 

o General Discussion on working relationship between Winchester FD and Clark County FD and their 

respective abilities to help surrounding communities 

o Marti Burton introduced herself. She is the KYEM Area 5 Manager. Her jurisdiction is 12 Counties with 

10 of those being within the Bluegrass ADD.  

Michael Murphy reviewed the meeting date and times for upcoming year. 

 Q2: May 20, 2026  Q3: August 19, 2026  Q4: November 18, 2026 

Business ended and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Michael Murphy 


