
  

Tourism, Historic Preservation, and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

Thursday, April 2, 2026 

Anderson County    Bourbon County    Boyle County  
        Martha Caywood 

Candace Arnold 
Clark County    Estill County    Fayette County  
Leeanna Comer 
Jill Hamlin 

  Teresa McKinley 
Jessica Stevens 

    

Franklin County    Garrard County    Harrison County  
         Sam Lunger 

Jessamine County    Lincoln County    Madison County  
  Paul Bradford     Jane Vanhook    George Ridings 

Mercer County    Nicholas County    Powell County  
 Judge Steele    Jerry Johnson     

Scott County    Woodford County      
 Bailey Gilkerson         

 

Others present were:  

Staff      Guests  

Grace Ragain 
Logan Hart 
David Duttlinger  
  

     Logan Steele 
Judge Watson 
Skip Johnson 
Howard Arvin 
John Beckler 
Teresia Logan 
Evan Peach 
Joe Crawford 

        
 

  

  



Chair Judge Sarah Steele called the meeting to order at 10:09 am on Thursday, April 2nd, 2026, at Kentucky 
Mountain Moonshine Distillery in Ravenna, Kentucky.  
Old Business  

• Judge Steele introduced herself to the group & gave background information.  
• Welcoming words from Judge Watson and others from Estill County  
• Approval of January 2026 Minutes  

o Motion to Approve: Sam Lunger (Harrison County)  
o Seconded by: Theresa McKinley (Estill County)  
o Approval: Unanimous Vote  

Kentucky Mountain Moonshine (https://www.kentuckymountainmoonshine.com/) 
• Howard Arvin, Owner of Kentucky Mountain Moonshine, welcomed everyone to the 

distillery and gave an overview of the business.  
• The moonshine distillery has been in business for 17 years and all grains and yeasts are sourced 

locally  
• Their four products are found in 60 stores in eastern Kentucky; wanting to grow into more stores 

and increase production capacity 
• Kitchen serves wood fired pizza with locally sourced ingredients 

The Geology and History of Estill County 
• Skip Johnson presented about the Geology and History of Estill County.  
• Discussed the region’s iron industry and historical iron production areas 

o Noted that there were three iron furnaces in the County 
Steam Heritage Corporation (www.kentuckysteam.org) 

• Evan Peach with the Steam Heritage Corporation presented about the history of steam 
locomotives.  

• February 17, 2016: Steam Heritage Corporation was founded to restore original steam engines 
and preserve their history  

• $7 million in grants awarded by EPA for Brownfield Restoration for a site formerly owned by CSX 
o Developing the space to host events and concerts  

• Emphasized the importance role railroads played in sustaining local communities.  
o Focus on highlighting this history and start building tourism opportunities around railroads 

Regional Press Review   
• Martha Caywood & Candace Arnold – Boyle 

o June 25th – 27th: Brass Band Festival   
o Tourism Passport Program: 19 stops with an opportunity to win prizes upon completion 
o Added several new wayfinding signs 
o Requesting a historical marker for Pappy Van Winkle’s home on Maple Street 

• Leeanna Comer & Jill Hamlin – Clark  
o April 12th: Parade for Boys and Girls High School Basketball State Champions 
o May: Downtown Concert Series begins 
o June 13th: Beer Cheese Festival  
o August 1st: Ale81 celebrating 100th birthday 

• Teresa McKinley & Jessica Stevens – Estill  
o April 25th – 26th: Mushroom Festival 
o May 2nd: Estill County Arts Council Rubber Duck Race 
o May 9th: Mountain Flower Hike 
o July 25th: Weekend on the Water  

  



• David Duttlinger – Fayette  
o April 6th – April 12th: Navy Week offering opportunities to meet USS Kentucky Ballistic 

Submarine Sailors and attend different historic presentations. 
• Sam Lunger – Harrison   

o April 25th: Inaugural Art and Wine Festival  
o May 9th: Spring Festival  
o May: Stepping Stone Farms hosting their Strawberry Festival 
o Early Summer: Bike Festival, Rod Run, and Honey Festival  

• Paul Bradford – Jessamine  
o Summer concert series is starting up 
o June 19th: Walk Wine & Dine Event 
o June 20th: Wine Festival  

• Jane Vanhook – Lincoln  
o April 11th: Wildflower Walk led by Garrard County Cooperative Extension  
o April 23rd – 25th: William Whitley House will be open  
o May 2nd: Derby Brunch Fundraiser for William Whitley House 
o Acquired the original land of Logan’s Fort  

• George Ridings – Madison  
o April 25th: BORA hosting Living History Day with cannon firing and historic presentations 
o August 29th – 30th:  23rd Annual Battle of Richmond Reenactment  
o Army Depot: working on deconstructing old buildings  

• Teresia Logan & Judge Steele – Mercer  
o Logan Winery: Featured winery for the Kentucky Derby Festival  
o June 27th: Tree Planting event  
o Multiple festivals and events starting up  
o Partnering with Boyle County for a muzzle shooting contest   

• Jerry Johnson – Nicholas  
o  Wendt’s Wildlife Adventure’s giraffe has arrived; they’re opening a new cafe 
o Several new businesses have opened throughout the County 
o Blackberry Festival and Military Museum Festival happening soon   

• Bailey Gilkerson – Scott  
o April 11th: Sadieville Geode Trail Launches  
o UPICK Tulip season has started at Lavender and Bloom 
o Rosenwall School has been remodeled and will be open to the public soon 
o Toyota celebrating 40th anniversary and offering public tours for free  

Peer Spotlight  
• Sam Lunger with Harrison County, presented the successes and best practices from the Art and 

Wine Festival 
• Festival originated from community requests, with care taken to collaborate and avoid overlap 

with existing events 
• Emphasis on securing sponsors and differentiating the event from others 
• Challenges included scheduling conflicts with local events 

o Goal is to create a full-day or weekend experience in downtown Cynthiana  
• Key takeaways: 

o Strengthen collaboration across communities 
o Maintain a positive, cooperative approach 
o Promote events collectively rather than competing for attendance 



Bluegrass ADD Comments 
• Grace shared how the CDBG application window is now open and closes September 2nd. Please 

reach out to the ADD to discuss projects of interest. 
• Grace shared how the application windows for Land and Water Conservation Fund & Recreational 

Trails Program will be: August 1st – October 30th 
• Next meeting is: July 9th at 10 am, location will be shared soon 

o Motion to schedule next meeting: George Ridings (Madison County) 
o Second by: Teresa McKinley (Estill County) 
o Approval: Unanimous Vote  

Adjournment   
• Motion to Adjourn at 11:39am: Bailey Gilkerson (Scott County)  
• Second by: Sam Lunger (Harrison County)  
• Approval: Unanimous Vote  

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Grace Ragain  
 
 
 


